THE GREAT STATE

the Judases of the earth are we to think of that
possibility as a certainty. The presence of the
whole company of heaven seems to pervade and
invigorate the people, and prayer to all saints and
for all souls is a never-ending fount of energy in
the life of the Nation,

From the moment when the Child is initiated by
Baptism into the life of the Fellowship until the
last rites of the Church are administered in the hour
of death, the sacraments of friendship are his nourish-
ment, and the graces of fellowship uphold him.
Present at mass from earliest childhood, he makes
his Communion only after having received the
Sacrament of Confirmation, that effectual sign of
the royal priesthood of mankind, "The Coming of
age of the Christian/9 In the Sacrament of "Holy
Order" some are consecrated as delegates and
spokesmen of the whole human priesthood, and in
this parish Mass of Christmas one felt that the Con-
secration of the bread and wine at the hands of the
bishop was not the act of a sacerdotal caste, but of
all the people; for, as the great bell tolled at the
supreme moment, not only the congregation, but
the whole country-side was linked together in that
act of adoration, when the everywhere present
God is made manifest in the friendship of those
who eat and drink in common, and in the nourish-
ment and energy, the gaiety and intoxication of life,
as symbolised by the life-giving bread and the genial
wine.

*   322